
 
 
 

Formative feedback 
 

 
Overall Comments 
Well done for submitting A1 Claire. This is an encouraging start to the unit, I hope you 
are pleased with your progress so far. Your approach, although not what your peers 
expect (as seen in their feedback), is experimental and personal. It is refreshing to see 
the brief being used as a starting point in this way; going beyond a literal 
interpretation to explore personal and societal concerns. 
 
Assessment potential 
You may want to get credit for your hard work and achievements with the OCA by formally 
submitting your work for assessment at the end of the module. More and more people are 
taking the idea of lifelong learning seriously by submitting their work for assessment but it 
is entirely up to you. We are just as keen to support you whether you study for pleasure or to 
gain qualifications. Please consider whether you want to put your work forward for 
assessment and let me know your decision when you submit Assignment 2. I can then give 
you feedback on how well your work meets the assessment requirements. 
 
Feedback on assignment  
Demonstration of technical and Visual Skills, Quality of Outcome, Demonstration 
of Creativity  
• Responding to the met office public warning of taking images of the coast is playful; 
subverting and critically reflecting on recent trends in citizen journalism and it’s 
associations with the sublime. 
• Presentation: It is useful to see final images both in their original form and then in 
the context of a book layout – showing how you would ideally present the work. As 
you combine text and image, the book layout succeeds here and the design prioritises 
the images with delicate and minimal treatment of text which complements rather 
than taking over. 
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• Whilst your PDF submission includes important reflection on the process of getting 
to your final submission, it actually takes your word count way over the 500 word 
recommended limit. It is a lot clearer if the assignment text is a concise summary of key 
decisions and more in the tone of your ‘Artists Intentions’ paragraphs – the rest of the 
reflection should be hosted on your log so as not to dilute the impact of final work and 
text. I would take out the sections, ‘Practical and Creative Considertation’ and ‘The 
Assignment Shooting & Curating’ which includes ‘Peer feedback’ and upload these as 
separate Assignment 1 reflective and planning posts on your learning log. 
• You are editing with consideration of recurring ideas, texture and balance, which is 
really positive. I wouldn’t rely solely on creating book layouts to rationalize an edit. I 
always find it useful to produce small prints of my wider edit and lay them out on a 
large table or pin them up on a wall, experimenting with the edit and re-sequencing 
until I find the one that works best. Remember to reflect on the various stages of the 
edit what works, what doesn’t work? Is there too much repetition, how exactly have 
you achieved ‘balance’ or ‘a sense of flow and order’? I guess I just think there could be 
more detail here. 
• Again regarding selection – in your final set, your camera work varies between sharp 
and filled with movement – it would be useful to see your reflection on this and where 
you drew the line between what might be considered technically weak and blurry for 
conceptual and aesthetic reasons. 
• A reflection on the use of text: Do you need the news headlines as well as the poem? 
You don’t reflect on your text choices in your assignment planning. How do these texts 
operate? I think they both work well here, but on different levels – the poem is 
personal, emotional and explicitly explores ideas of the sublime.  The news quotes add 
a further dimension, pulling in the stats and effect of the storm but also the 
sensationalist rhetoric associated with the reporting of such environmental 
occurrences. I think this is particularly interesting given the recent introduction of 
naming storms in the UK. Personally I feel the news quotes would be a lot more 
powerful stood alone without the site reference, as takes the attention away from the 
words themselves and makes the viewer compare the perspectives of the different 
broadcasters – which I don’t think is the key aim here. Could these not be Harvard 
referenced at the end of the book as footnotes instead? Also there is no reflection on 
how you came to pair up the text with the images?  
 
Coursework 
Demonstration of technical and Visual Skills, Demonstration of Creativity  
You are fully engaging in the course exercises and research points and reflection is 
logical and thorough. These are all present on your learning log, which is important.  
 
Research 
Context, reflective thinking, critical thinking, analysis   
• Good to see you bringing in reading for eg Graham Clarke’s The Photograph/ Liz 

Wells Land Matters and recording definitions of terminology. 



• You’re forming strong opinions and making interesting observations – can you back 
these up more consistently by pulling out and inserting key quotes and the 
breaking down/analysing images in question in more detail?  
To see the potential depth to which we can analyse a given image read Dawn’s 
posts: http://weareoca.com/photography/looking-at-adverts-1/ 

• Also in all research posts, try to include images as illustration of your points as you 
do in Ex 1.3 - ensure they are referenced using the Harvard system - http://www.oca-
student.com/content/harvard-referencing-system-1 
 

Learning Log 
Context, reflective thinking, critical thinking, analysis   
• Instead of ‘Part 1: Projects’ I would label this as ‘Part1: Coursework’ for clarity. 
• Blog posts are dense in terms of presentation – experiment with type formatting 

(for eg. Can you add the date accessed onto the same line as the web url or reduce 
the type size for references to reduce how much space these take) or uploading 
exercises as separate entries – uploading as separate posts as you work through the 
section will take the pressure off remembering/uploading everything in one go.  

 
Suggested reading/viewing  
Context  
Looking ahead to A6: You state - “My fear is that I choose something aesthetically 
pleasing but then find that I have absolutely nothing to say about it!! Maybe that is it 
though. If my eye is drawn to it, then I will eventually have something to say about it 
because it caught my eye in the first place?” 
This might be so, but it is wise to use an initial stage of brainstorming and research to 
think about a couple of ideas that you could start to explore – initial test shoots (which 
you should log!) will give you hard evidence to reflect on rather than making 
assumptions. If getting stuck, take it right back – consider and brainstorm the idea of a 
‘location’ or site and what certain sites or places mean to you and issues that interest 
you. This space could be urban or rural, populated or unpopulated.  Amongst other 
things, your images could talk of how people interact with or use a given location and 
could cover any issue, from consumerism, agriculture, industry to youth, health and 
community.  
• I recommend choosing a location that you have regular access to or can arrange 

regular access, and where you can shoot throughout the months leading up to your 
assignment – it is a good idea to start this process now and run this assignment in 
the background alongside your other shorter assignments, starting with research. 
This is why posting up work-in-progress to your blog as you go, is a useful habit to 
establish. (I appreciate you will be going away for a long period, and so perhaps 
avoid a strategy that requires weekly shoots of the same site) 

• Images and projects ripe for analysis regarding their approach to ‘the journey’: 
> RFK Funeral Train, Paul Fusco 
> A1, Paul Graham (mentioned in coursework – could you look closer at particular 



images?) 
> Clear of People, Michal Iwanowski 
> English Journey, John Angerson 
 

Pointers for the next assignment / assessment 
• You could start by brainstorming the notion and definition of the ‘journey’ and 

select a few ideas to conduct test shoots to see what stimulates you or produces the 
kind of results you’re hoping for. Use journeys you can return to easily and observe 
the nuances, patterns and specific qualities of experience associated with that 
particular journey. The journey could be short, could be as familiar as taking the 
trash out or a commute or longer or of personal significance… 

• Try to post assignment planning and preparations including contact sheets and 
selection on your learning log as posts rather than in your final assignment 
submission. 
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